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the final three points of the half to go into the locker 
room ahead 38-36. 
	 UNA guard Isaac Gay made a three-pointer to start 
the second half to put the Lions ahead, which would 
be their only lead of the second half until the very end. 
Kohs turned in another monster game, as he answered 
Gay’s three with seven straight points to give CBU the 
lead again. The Bucs stretched it to 12 points with 
another 9-2 run capped by four straight points from 
Peyton on two free throws and a layup.
	 But UNA responded with another run, scoring 
the next 11 points to trim the lead to one. The Bucs 
appeared to have survived, however, as a three-pointer 
by Ray stretched the lead back to six at 69-63.
	 Andrew Chesney made a three-point play for the 
Lions, but Ray answered with two free throws to make 
it 71-66. UNA scored the final six points, however—
first, a jumper with 39 seconds left, and when the 
Bucs missed the front end of a one-and-one, they 
fouled UNA’s Casey Holt on the rebound. Holt made 
the first free throw, but UNA’s Phil Collins rebounded 
the miss. Holt then made a three-point play with 21 
seconds left to lift the Lions to a 72-71 victory.
	 Kohs led the Bucs with a career-high 30 points and 
10 rebounds, while Peyton scored 20 points. Freshman 
forward Sean Hennessy scored nine points on three 
three-pointers in his first career start, as he filled in for 
the injured Weybright. The Bucs finished the game 28-
of-49 (57.1 percent) from the floor and just 10-of-19 
(52.6 percent) at the free throw line, while UNA was 
24-of-56 (42.9 percent) overall and 16-of-24 (66.7 
percent) at the charity stripe. The Bucs out-rebounded 
UNA 36-25.
	 North Alabama continued on to win the South 
Regional and finally fell to undefeated Bentley College, 
102-92, in the quarterfinals of the 2008 Division II 
Men’s Basketball Elite Eight.
	 CBU finished its most successful season since 

joining the NCAA at 22-10, with its first Gulf South 
Conference championship and its first appearance in 
an NCAA Regional. The season also ended the CBU 
careers of Weybright, Ray, and guard Roberto Casiano. 
Weybright scored a school-record 1,972 points in 111 
games. Ray scored 817 in 98 games, while Casiano 
scored 234 in 77 games.
	 “I didn’t like it all, sitting down,” Weybright said of 
the last game of his CBU career. 
	 “Neither did we,” Ray laughed. “We were in a 
position to win it anyway, but we would have won it 
by 15 if he’d been out there with us.”
	 “I was proud of the way they played,” Weybright 
said. “They could have won without me, but hey, 
North Al went on to the Elite Eight...”
	 “In  my heart, I still think we were the best team 
in the South,” Nienaber said. “We played that game 
without Kevin and we still should have won. And 
that’s the team that went to the Elite Eight, the team 
that we’d beaten solidly the week before. That’s the way 
it goes. It’s still a great year.”
	 “It was almost a perfect season, the way I wanted to 
go out, giving the school a championship,” Ray said. 
“The school was excited, we were excited. It was just a 
lot of fun. And you know what? Nick’s going to win it 
again, bring back that ring next year.” n
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